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• Everyone enjoys singing 

o Song leading is probably my favorite thing to do in the worship service 

o That does not mean that it is more important than prayer, the Lord’s Supper, giving, or 

the sermon 

• But what does the Bible say about singing? 

• Let’s start in Genesis 4. Genesis 4:3-8 

• Abel offered of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. The Lord was pleased with Abel and his 

offering (vs 4) 

o Cain offered of the fruit of the ground that he worked – no indication that this was 

amongst the best of the soil or the vegetation – whatever the specific details of Cain’s 

offering, God was not pleased with Cain nor his offering (vs 3 & 5) 

o As a result, God said something interesting to Cain in vs 7 

▪ “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the 

door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 

▪ Hebrews 12:1 says to lay aside the sin that so easily entangles 

▪ Galatians 6:1 describes sin as something that can ensnare us – almost as a 

hunting trap would ensnare whatever animal you may be hunting 

▪ James 1:14-15 describes sin as luring and enticing – and that it brings forth 

death if we allow it to fully grow 

▪ 1 John 2:15-17 describes sin as lusts of the flesh, eyes, and the pride of life 

o Now unfortunately for Cain, he was not able to rule over sin’s desire for him as he killed 

Abel in vs 8 

o But notice what God says: sin’s desire is to have you, to have me. But we should rule 

over it, not vice versa 

o Romans 6:11-14 puts it this way 

▪ “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that 

you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments 

of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the 

dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall 

not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” 

▪ If I could summarize Romans 6 for you – choose to be a slave of righteousness, 

not sin 

▪ Let righteousness rule in you, not sin 

• But some may say that all of this has nothing to do with singing – all this proves is that God’s 

Word preaches a consistent message though written 1000’s of years apart 

o Which is of course absolutely amazing and a point in and of itself and proves the validity 

that the Bible is from God 



o No 2 men could preach the exact same message when separated chronologically by 

1000’s of years if they were not inspired by God Almighty 

o 2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.” 

• But Godly singing does have an implication in these passages 

o God says in Genesis and Romans that sin desires us, but we must be in charge 

o Did you ever think of the song service as a way of doing that? 

• I’d like to turn your attention to Ephesians 5:1-21 and Colossians 3:1-17 

o Ephesians 5:7-21 – read both 

o Colossians 3:5-17 – read both 

▪ We’ll look at both of these accounts here, but isn’t it wonderful that in a book 

pertaining to the supremacy of Christ (Colossians) and the beauty of the bride of 

Christ (Ephesians), singing is mentioned as a way to keep the darkness away as it 

is used to admonish one another 

o Ephesians 5 

▪ Gives contrast between good and evil (light and darkness – righteousness and 

sin if you put it in Romans 6 terms) 

▪ Vs 3-6 describe darkness (the negative) 

▪ Vs 7 tells us not to become partners with that 

▪ Vs 8 commands us to walk as children of light 

▪ Starting in vs 11 – we can see some more direct comparisons 

• Have no part with unfruitful works (negative), expose them (positive) 

(vs 11) 

• Do not walk as unwise (negative), but as wise (positive) (vs 15) 

• Make the best use of time (positive), the days are evil (negative) (vs 16) 

• Do not be foolish (negative), understand the will of the Lord (positive) 

(vs 17) 

• Do not be drunk (filled) with wine (negative), but be filled with the Spirit 

(positive) (vs 18) 

▪ How are we to do this? Live wisely, not foolishly. Be filled with the Spirit vs wine, 

etc. 

▪ “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to 

God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in 

the fear of God” (vs 19-21) 

▪ The first reason we are given is to address one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs, making melody in your heart to the Lord 

▪ Singing is one of the things that will help keep us in the light, and therefore will 

keep us from falling into the darkness 

▪ What a blessing it is to be able to sing to the Lord and admonish the brethren by 

doing so 

o Colossians 3 



▪ More of the same 

▪ Vs 16 says to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…” 

• It goes on to say that we do this in part by singing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs 

• So both Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3 teaches us that as we’re singing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs, not only are we teaching and admonishing those around us, but we are utilizing 

a very valuable tool in order to help us keep dominion over sin 

• Let me make 3 main points about our singing 

• Our singing should let others know that we have a mind for God and His Word (Psalm 1:1-3) 

o Psalms – greek word “psalmois” – a sacred song or hymn 

▪ 2 Samuel 22 – David speaks words to God in song 

▪ Psalm 18:3 is an example of a Psalm and a hymn (I will call upon the Lord who is 

worthy to be praised, so shall I be saved from my enemies) 

▪ As is Psalm 148 and Psalm 121 

• Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord – from the heavens praise His name 

• I lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from? My help 

comes from the Lord. 

▪ Matthew 6:33, 7:7-8 – “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be added to you…..Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 

opened.” 

o Often times, these types of songs are verbatim from Scripture and put to music 

o By singing Psalms, we show that our minds are centered on God and His word 

o Isaiah 1:18 – “Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though 

they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.” 

o Lead song: Though your sins be as scarlet (#683) – first verse 

▪ This verse starts with God saying – man, let us reason together 

▪ Your sins are as scarlet, they are red like crimson. But I will make them white as 

snow, like wool 

▪ But only if you are obedient (vs 19) 

▪ If you are disobedient, you will be devoured (vs 20) 

▪ When I sing this song, I’m saying that I believe this is true 

▪ And if I believe this is true, then what choice do I have but to be obedient lest I 

be devoured – if not in this life, then certainly in the next 

▪ This deal that God makes with us is a deal that you cannot afford to pass up 

o I appreciate songs like this that come directly from God’s word 

o They remind us how important God’s Word is to us – it is the very center of our lives 

o In a world full of darkness, God and His Word are the only constants 

▪ Isaiah 40:8 – “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 

stand forever.” 

• Our singing should show that we desire to praise God 

o Hebrews 13:15 – “Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 

God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.” 



o If we are busy praising God with our lips, we will not have time to venture into the 

darkness 

o Hymns – greek word “hymnois” – a song of praise 

▪ Matthew 26:30 – shortly before Jesus would be betrayed and ultimately, 

crucified, He and His disciples sang a hymn 

• I wonder what hymn they sung 

• An excellent example that proves that it is always an appropriate time 

to praise God – even in the form of singing a hymn 

• Shows us that when we’re in the face of temptation, singing can be a 

good method to get us through temptation 

▪ Acts 16:25 – Paul and Silas were singing hymns to God as they were imprisoned 

in Philippi 

• Not only did the other prisoners hear them, this verse tells us that they 

were listening 

• This singing turned out to be more for the benefit of man in this case 

▪ Exodus 15:1-21 – Moses and the Israelites sang to the Lord after crossing the 

Red Sea 

▪ Romans 15:9 – singing is used to glorify God for His mercy 

o If there ever was a being worthy to be praised in the form of song, it is God 

o He is the utmost excellence and He is complete holiness (Revelation 4:8) 

▪ This verse was translated for some reason as holy 3 times, but the actually text 

uses holy 9 times to describe that God is truly complete holiness 

o Is this not what we acknowledge when we sing hymns like Holy, Holy, Holy? 

o Lead song: Holy, Holy, Holy (#238) – vs 1 &4 

o What a blessing it is to sing praises to our Lord 

o When we sing this song, we are acknowledging the ultimate supremacy and holiness of 

God Almighty 

• Our desire is for God to be known in us (2 Corinthians 4:8-12) 

o Similarly, Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

o Spiritual songs – greek word “pneumatikais odais” – capable of possessing wisdom, song 

= songs of wisdom 

o When others look at me, I want them to see Christ, and I want this to be seen in my 

singing 

o 1 Peter 2:21 – “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.” 

▪ Philippians 2:1-11 – we are to all have the same mind (vs 2) and that mind 

should be the mind of Christ (vs 5) 

• To not be selfish (vs 3) 

• Look to the interest of others (vs 4) 

• And humble ourselves as Christ did (vs 6 – 11) 

• The world sometimes looks at humility, obedience, and submission as 

weakness 



• But I’m here to tell you that it is an honor to submit to the Almighty God 

• What did you do to save yourself (Colossians 1:12-14)? This verse tells 

us that God did everything 

• Where were you when God laid the foundations of the earth (Job 38:4)? 

That was God too 

• Show your submission to God in every way and do not be ashamed of it 

(Romans 12:1, 1:16) – including in your singing 

▪ Romans 7:15-24 – we see Paul’s struggle here (which is ours too) 

• Constantly waging war with himself over his fleshly desires and his 

spiritual desires 

• His conclusion: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

o Paul thanks God that we do not have to live like this eternally 

o He delivered us from this body of death (vs 24) 

▪ This makes it quite fitting that Paul would write in 2 Timothy 4:8 – “Henceforth 

there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 

loved his appearing.” 

• This of course, comes right before Paul warns Timothy of a man named 

Alexander the metal worker (vs 14-15) – he did Paul a great deal of 

harm (what exactly, we do not know, but it was enough to make Paul 

want to warn Timothy of him) 

• But Paul is saying here, it doesn’t matter what Alexander or any man 

does to me, because what can man truly do to me eternally? (Hebrews 

13:6) 

• A sentiment that we also admit when we sing It is well with my soul 

o Lead song: It Is Well With My Soul – vs 1 & 2 (#345) 

o 1 John 5:13 tells us that we can know our eternal state 

▪ I assure you that if things are not well with your soul, you know it 

▪ But for those of us who know that our soul is in good hands with God, we can 

confidently sing songs of wisdom as we just sang 

• Singing reminds me that that I am one in need of God 

• Singing will help us stay away from the darkness described in Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3 

• If you’re not a Christian, God’s plan of salvation is simple 

o You must hear (Romans 10:17) 

▪ What you must hear is that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and arose on 

the 3rd day (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

o You must believe that fact (John 3:16) 

o You must acknowledge that you believe that fact by confessing with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9) 

o You must repent of your former way of living and submit to Christ (Luke 13:3, Romans 

12:1) 

o Careful study of the Scriptures indicates that you must also be baptized (Acts 2:38) 

▪ Christ was crucified and died a physical death and arose from it (1 Corinthians 

15:1-4) 



▪ We cannot die a physical death and be raised physically, but we must also 

crucify our old self. If not, how will we ever be raised with Christ in eternity? 

(Romans 6:1-6) 

▪ Our old self is crucified through the watery grave of baptism (Romans 6:1-6) 

o Finally, you must remain faithful until you are no longer in this world (Revelation 2:10) 


