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e Let’scontinue ourstudy of the elementary truths of Christianityaccording to Hebrews
e We mustall learnthe basics of anything before we become mature
o Learntoride abike withtrainingwheels before learningto ride a bike without training
wheels
o Education—algebra & trigonometry come before calculus
o Christianityisnodifferent
e Hebrews5:11 —6:3 describes forus 6 elementary teachings about Christ
o Inourfirstlesson, we discussed how all of these revolve around Christ
= InActs 8, inthe story of the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch, Philip taught
the eunuch about Christ (vs 35)
= The exact details are omitted, but we know that baptism was a part of that
discussion
= |nvs36, weread that the eunuch spotted waterand requested to be baptized
= So we know that baptism wasincludedinthe teachings of Christ from reading
this
= |t makes me wonderwhatall else Philip taught the eunuch —perhapsit included
many or all of these 6 elementary truths
= The pointis: we can read Acts 8 and confirm that baptismis about Christ, just
like all the others are
= A wise manonce told meif you have an ideaabout what a Biblical subject could
mean and that ideais correct, you will be able to confirm it with other
Scriptures. Similarly, if you have anideathatisincorrect, otherScriptures will
not supportyouridea. Theideaisthat there are no contradictionsinthe Bible
and the Bible isthe best commentary onthe Bible
o Inour mostrecentlesson onthissubject, we discussed repentance
* How whenwerealize thatwe have been livingour livesinsin, we canturn to
God and He will be waiting for us to come to Him (Luke 15)
* |nfact, the onlyreasonthat He has notsent Christ back yetis because He is
waitingforall to come to repentance who will doso (2 Peter 3:9)
e Inthislesson, we’re goingto discuss the elementary truth listed second —faith in God
o Let'sbeginagainbydefiningourterms—whatis the Biblical definition of faith
o Hebrews11:1 —“Nowfaithis being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do
notsee.”
= Asa Christian, there are lots of things to hope for
= You can enjoythe peace that passes understanding (Philippians 4:7), knowing
that whateverlife hasinstore foryou — God is going to take care of youin
eternity (Hebrews 13:6, Romans 8:31-39)
= Hope foran eternityin heaven whenthislifeis over (Romans 5:1-5)



= Thishopeisbasedon God’s promise of eternal salvation to those who have
beenobedientand have lived afaithful life(Romans 5:6-11)
o 2 Corinthians 4:18 —“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, buton whatis unseen. For
whatis seen is temporary, but whatis unseen is eternal.”
= We cannotsee heavenwhile onthisearth
=  As humans, we cannot comprehend how wonderful heaven will be (Isaiah 55:8-
9)
= In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul describes a man who was caught up to the third
heaven (perhaps this was Paul himself) —regardless, this man was caught up to
paradise (the same place spoken of in Luke 16)
= Thisis clearly notan earthly place, butan eternal dwelling place
» Thisman heardinexpressible things —thingsthat man is not permitted totell
e  Much like JohninRevelation 10:1-5— the things that the 7 thunders
spoke, he was not permitted to write down
= The Bible describes heaveninaway that our puny minds can comprehend the
fact that itis goingto be so absolutely wonderful
= | don’tthinkour mindscantruly understand justhow wonderful itis goingto be
o Allthisstuff —we can have faithin
=  We can be certain of the things that we cannotsee (Hebrews 11:1)
= Because God has promised aSabbath restfor those who spentlife on earth
workingforthe Lord (Hebrews 4:9-11)
| always say these things lovingly, but many in the religious world willtell you that faithis mere
mental assent—butis that true?
Let’sexamine what the Bible says on the topic
Matthew 7:24-27
o Those who hear the words of God and by faith, putsthem into practice — heislike the
wise man who built hishouse onthe rock
=  Whenthe storms came, the house stood strong because ithad itsfoundation on
the rock
= 1 Corinthians 3:11 says that Jesusisthe foundation
=  Psalm 127:1 statesthat unless the Lord builds the house, the buildings laborers
dosoinvain
o Butthose whohearthe words of God and do not put theminto practice — they are like
the foolish man who built his house on the sand
=  Whenthe storms came, his house was destroyed
= Becauseitdid not have a strong foundation —the 1 true foundation, Jesus (1
Corinthians 3:11)
= Soifyouhearthewords,and let’ssayyoueven believe them (thatisyou
provide your mental assent—yeah, thisistrue) and if youdon’t put theminto
practice — that ideadoes not have Jesus as the foundation
Romans 3:21-31



The first 8 chapters of the book of Romans discuss the fact that the justification that
man desperately needs comes only through the gospel of Christ —not the old law of
Moses, not the patriarchal system before that, butthe gospel of Christ alone canjustify
Vs 21 —a righteousness from God has been made known, separate from the law
(referringtothe old law of Moses), but the law and the prophets testify to this
= John5:39, Luke 24:27 —the law and the prophets (what we now know as the
Old Testament) point to Christ, it points to the Messiah
=  Passageslike Isaiah 53and Genesis 3:15 clearly describe Jesus —and those are
just2 out of 100’s
Thisrighteousness from God comes through faithin ChristJesus to all who believe (vs
22)
The rest of this passage of Scripture contains Paul’s continued evidence that justification
comesthrough faithinJesus (following the gospel of Christ —the new law), not the old
law of Moses
So, goingback to Hebrews 6 — Jesus clearly is the center of our faith
But whatdoes this faithlook like? Again, isit mere mental assent? Let’s continue
reading

Romans 4:1-8

O

O

Paul takes us to the example of Abraham
Abraham was not justified by his own works (vs 2) — nothing that Abraham did was of
his own accord, everything he did was at the instruction of God
There’s nothing that man can think of that will lead to salvation
= |fl saythat | must learnthe calculus curriculum perfectly —then God will save
me as a result
®  You can see the nonsense inthat—that holds no water
= Becausel,a man, thoughtofit — that is not instituted by God
Rather, Abraham was justified by his faith in God which was demonstrated when he was
obedientto God
= Hebrews 11:8 —God tells Abraham “You don’t know where you're going, but
justgo and I'll guide you” (areference back to Genesis 12)
e Abrahamsays “OK, | believeyou—I'll go as a result”
= Hebrews11:17 — God tells Abraham “Offeryourson Isaacas a sacrifice” (a
reference back to Genesis 22)

o Abraham says “OK, you told you me you would give me descendants as
numerous as the stars — | believethatand I’ll offer my son Isaac as you
told me to”

= Atruefaithin God is demonstrated by obedienceandif you are not obedientto
God, doyou truly have faith?

= InHebrews 11 (we justreada portionofit), every example goes something
similartothe following: “By faith ... did something” not “By faith ... believed God



and did nothingaboutitin claimsthat obedience to God’s Word is teaching
works salvation”
= StickingtoHebrews, Hebrews 3:7-19 tells us of the Israelitesin the wilderness
afterthey had beenled out of Egypt by God’s mighty hand
e Specifically vs 16-19: the Israelites rebelled, they sinned, and they were
disobedient
e Andthenvs 19 says, that they were not able to enterthe promised land
dueto theirunbelief
e So God issayinghere that unbelief leads to disobedience, sin, and
rebellion
e No heissayingthat disobedience, sin, and rebellionis unbelief
e SoifGod tellsmetodo somethingandldon’tdo it, | don’tbelieve
e |[fdisobedience =unbelief, then belief=obedience
o Thinkofyour logicclass back in high school/college, one of the
basicrulesisthatif~p =~q, thenp=q
e SowhenGodtellsusthat we must hear, believe, repent, confess, be
baptized, and submitto Him for the remainderof ourlives —we aren’t
teaching works salvation
e We’reteachingthatyou needto putyourfaithin God and be obedient
asaresult
Abraham’s faith was completed by his obedience to the word of God
But God was notin debtto Abraham
= |t was notthe case that “OK, Abraham was obedienttome —1 owe him
something”
= Absolutely not— God owes man nothing
= Luke 17:10 — even when we are completely obedientto God’s instructions, we
are still unworthy servants, we have only done ourduty
Salvationis a gift even after we’ve doneall that God has instructed usto do
Itisonly the man who God has forgiven that will receive justification —and that
justification comes from obedienceto God, not anything that we come up with
o Vs9-25goontoexplainhow thisappliedtobothJews and Gentiles —whetheryouare
aJewor whetheryouare a Gentile —the gospel appliestoyou
o Ifyou believeandare obedientto God, you are one of His people
e Let’scontinue thisexampleof AbrahaminJames?2
e James2:14-26
o Doesfaithalone save? Absolutely not—vs 14
= |fl walkintosomeone’shome —pretend I’'myvisitingan elderly person
e | noticethedishespiledup
e | noticethe homeisdirty because of the elderly owner’sinability to
properly clean



e | noticethere’strashinplacesthattrash should notbe in perhaps
because the elderly ownerthought they had thrown itaway

e Andlsayas|leave “If youeverneed me todo anything, justcall”

e What goodis that? Do those words clean the dishes, the house, the
trash? Clearly not

e Butwhenlcombine thatattitude with action —then|’ve got something
good goingon (vs 15-17)

Jamesssays - “You show me yourfaith withoutactionsand!’ll prove to you by my
actions that | have faith” (vs 18)

You see —eventhe demonsbelievethatthereis one God, but they take that knowledge
and they shudder(vs 19) —they do nothing with that knowledge

They are not obedient

You can know the word of God and you can believe it all youwant, butif you
aren’t obedient—what differentare you thanthe demons? | ask that question
as lovingly as | know how

Thisis likened to Abraham beginninginvs 20

Vs23 —

In regards to offering his son Isaac— when was he considered righteous? When
he said “OK, God — | believe yourinstructionisgood” oris itwhen he obeyed
God’sinstruction when he offered his son Isaac?

Vs 21 saysitisthe latter

His faith was made complete by what he did (vs 22)

“And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was

credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.”

So when was this scripture was fulfilled?

It was fulfilled when Abraham’s faith was made complete by what he did (vs 22)
So can youlogically say from this verse that belief requires obedience?
Absolutely

A person cannot be justified by faith alone (vs 24)
Rahab was usedto furtherthisidea

Joshua 2:8-21

e She madethese spies promise thatherand herfamily’s lives would be
spared when God gives Jericho tothe Israelites

e Thespiesagree butthere were conditions

e Tieascarletcord inthe window

e Her family mustbeinthe house

o She mustkeeptheirplansasecret

e Didshebelieve these men? Absolutely —vs 21 tells of how she tied the
scarlet cord to the window afterthey left

e Itwas because of herbelief that she was obedient —whatif she’d have
believed but not tied the cord to the window?



o “lbelieveyouspies”, buttyingthe cord —that’s adding man’s work to
my belief—workisn’trequired. Did she have that attitude? If so, what
would have happened?

e Herand herfamily’sblood would have been on theirown heads (vs 19)

= Joshua6:22-23

e Again, Rahab not only believed the spies, butshe obeyed

e Thespiespulled herentire family out of the house

e Iftheypulledthem out, they musthave beeninthe house asinstructed

o James2:26 — “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”
Interesting how ascarlet cord saved Rahab and herfamily
o Therewasnothingspecial about this cord
o Onlythe fact that thisiswhat the spiestold herto do — and God was with the spies (vs
11)
o There’snothingspecial about the waters of baptism —it’s just water
o What makesitcrucial isthe fact that God told us to do it
o Thatis howwe are graciously granted access to the blood of Christ (Romans 6:1-11)
Isaiah 1:18 — “Though yoursins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are
red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”
Isaiah 53
We are cleansed by the precious blood of Christ
o Onlyinthe gospel of Christ will we be justified (Romans Ch’s 1-8)
Butit’s not enough forusto put our faithinthat and then claim “I’'mgood, | believe”
Take Hebrews 11 forinstance — many examples of people discussed in the Bible and theirfaith
Each example goes somethinglike the following
“By faith ... did something”
Not “By faith ... sit back and waited for God to deliver His promise to me, when He told
me to do something and I didn’t do it — because | have faith, | don’t need to do any work”
o Everyone of these peoplehadfaithin God and it was proven by theirresponsive actions
to God’sinstructions
o Ourfaithmustbe no different
You’ve noticed by now, that| always end my sermons with the gospel plan of salvation because
followingitisthe mostimportantdecisionyou can ever make
Our faithis completed by our obedience to the gospel plan of salvation
o Step 1: Hearing the gospel —Romans 10:13-17
= Gospel=JesusChristdiedforoursins, was buried, arose, and appeared to many
— 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Romans 1:16
o Step 2: Believing the gospel —Mark 16:16, John 3:16
o Step 3: Confessionthat Jesusis Lord — Romans 10:8-10, 1 John 1:9
o Step 4: Repentance of sins — Luke 13:3, Acts 2:38
= Repentance:aturningawayfromsin, disobedience, orrebellion and aturning
back to God. Change of mind that produces a change in action.



o Step 5: Baptism into Christ — Galatians 3:27, Acts 2:38, Romans 6:1-10, 1 Peter 3:21-22
= Beforeyoucan be raised with Christ, youmustdie —I’m notspeakingina
physical sense, but aspiritual sense
=  Youroldselffull of siniscrucified with Christinthe form of baptism according
to Romans 6:4
= Romans 6:4 also states that when we rise out of the waters of baptism, we arise
into newness of life just as Christ was raised fromthe dead
o Step 6: Live faithfully— Revelation 2:10
In conclusion, another wise man once told me that beliefis the mere mental assentthat tells
you “I believe | can swim across thisriver”
o Butyoudon’thave faithin that until youjumpin the waterand start swimming
o Thiswise manwas Ken Goodmillerand believe me —if you knew him, youdidn’t have to
rely upon hisword telling you that he was a Christian —he proveditto you
You can tell me and anyone else that you believe thatJesus Christis the Son of God until you
lose yourvoice, and you’ve got faithinthat
o Butifyouaren’t obedient, whatdifferentare youthana demon? (James 2:19)
o James2:18 — “Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by what |
do.”
o Andwhat|dois goingto be the work of the Lord (Ephesians 2:10)
| hope you’ve enjoyed this sermon and as always — please contact us at the Covington Church of
Christif you need anything



